
Monday, March 7th, 2011. 

Welcome new students and parents of Grade 4-4! 

We are off to a good start! I am enjoying getting to know your child and am looking forward to 
meeting you at today’s parent information meeting. I am confident that you are as committed as I 
am to seeing that your child gets off to a good start this year. 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. My name is Marc Sommerville. This is my 
third year in grade 4 at Young Hoon Elementary School. I am certain that we will have a very 
productive year and learn many new things as well as form great relationships with new 
classmates. Now that the students are getting older I will be expecting excellent behavior. We took 
the time to make the classroom rules together and I expect that the students will all follow them. .  

The grade 4 teachers are working together to deliver a uniform program across the grade, with 
consistent guidelines and classroom expectations. This year, our core units of study will be 
language arts, math, science and social studies. We will also be helping students develop their 
social skills and guiding them to be more responsible and accountable for their projects, 
assignments and classroom conduct. 

This year’s coursework will include the following subject areas: 

 Reading: novel studies, short stories, drama, poetry, biographies and other nonfiction 

 Writing: writing process, traits of writing, mini-books, friendly letters and cursive 

 Speaking: interviews, presentations, debate and speeches 

 Listening: critical listening with appropriate oral or written responses that demonstrate 
comprehension and ability to follow step by step directions 

 Viewing: multimedia, computer-assisted learning and educational videos 

 Representing: graphic organizers and PowerPoint presentations 

 Math: problem solving, measurement, geometry, estimation and probability 

 Science: ecosystems and dependency of living things on each other, cycles of the Earth and 
space, properties of matter and changes in matter, characteristics of the Earth’s land, 
performing related scientific experiments and developing science research skills 

 Social Studies: Foods of the World, Wants and Needs, In the Night Sky, Natural Disasters 
and developing social studies research skills  

Students will be encouraged to always put in their best effort. Cooperation and respect for 
themselves, their peers, their teachers, and other adults will be modeled and expected. 
Throughout the year, they will be given opportunities for academic success and personal growth, 
as they prepare themselves for the more self-directed and independent thought and action that is 
required of them in middle school. 

Our team plans units, lessons and activities that are engaging and meaningful, and that support 
the various talents, abilities and intelligences that each unique and special child brings to our 
learning community. We will assist students as they become more knowledgeable, open-minded, 
caring, principled and reflective. 

We all look forward to a fantastic school year! 

Sincerely, 

Marc Sommerville 


